OPTIONS FOR TREATING OPIOID ADDICTION

In 2000 the Drug Abuse Treatment Act (DATA 2000) was passed which encourages individual physicians to treat opioid addiction in their private offices rather than a clinic setting with schedule III, IV and V drugs.*  The only drug FDA approved for such treatment currently is buprenorphine marketed under the brand names Suboxone (buprenorphine and naloxone) and Subutex (buprenorphine hydrochloride). This bill amended the Federal Controlled Substances Act (21 USC 823(g)) to allow physicians to obtain a waiver from the registration requirements to provide the treatment in an office-based setting.  Licensed physicians interested in subscribing buprenorphine in the in-office setting must meet certain minimal qualifications. An 8 hour online training is available to become qualified to prescribe buprenorphine.   

Visit the SAMHSA buprenorphine site (www.buprenorphine.samhsa.gov) for detailed information on the waiver process and the training opportunities. 












*Prior to this change, the dispensing of opioid drugs to treat opioid addictions was limited to certified Opioid Treatment Programs (OTP).  Federal law (Federal Controlled Substances Act) and regulations (Title 42 Code of Federal Regulations Part 8 (42 CFR Part 8) govern the dispensing of opioid drugs. OTPs must be certified by Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). To become certified, an OTP must meet the Federal opioid treatment standards in section 8.12 of the regulation, must have current valid accreditation status from a SAMHSA-approved accreditation body (see below), and must comply with any other conditions for certification established by SAMHSA. Under Title 42 of CFR Part 8 (42 CFR Part 8) which became effective in May 2001, an accreditation organization or State governmental entity that wants to participate in SAMHSA’s OTP certification program must apply to become a SAMHSA-approved accreditation body. 

The SAMHSA-approved Opioid Treatment Program Accrediting Bodies include the following: Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF); Council on Accreditation (COA); Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse, State of Missouri Department of Mental Health; Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse, Washington Department of Social and Health Services; Joint Commission (formerly the Joint Commission Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations [JCAHO]); and National Commission of Correctional Health Care.
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